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Kennedy Museum Blocked
By Combination of Forces

By JOHN KIFNER

Sprelsl to The Xew York Times

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.,, Feb, 11
~—The plans for a museun: hon-
oring President Kennedy near
Harvard .Square fell victim to
determined local opposition,
changing times and inflation,

The decade-old plans for the
Kennedy Memorial called for a
museum, library and archives
and academic facilities in 2
park on the edge of the Charles
River near Harvard where the

iate President graduated in the

class of 1840,

But in recent years, the proj-
ect has met with sharp criticism
from residents from. surround-
ing neighborhoods  who feared
it would attract hordes of tour-
ists, automcbiles, fast food
franchises and souvenir shops
into the already congested Har-
vard Square area.

Last Thursdey, Stephen E.
Smith, the Kennedy in-law who
heads the Johht F. Kennedy
Library Corporation, announced
that the library would not be
built in Cambridge because of
local resistance, The archives
of the President’s papers might
remain herg, he said, or the

moved elsewhere.
Locking for New Sile

The Library Corporation is
now locking for a new site,

“I'm sad,” Mr, Smith said in
2 telephone interview, “I'm dis-
appointed but, iruly, meost of
all, I'm sad.” .

Unlike other Presidential 1i-
braries, which have steadily
grown in scale over the years,
the Kennedy Memorial would
have been in an urban setting,
That, opponents said, was the
proviem.

The -controversy here has
been -bitter, The opponents ac-
cused the Kennedy forces of
arrogance and political maneu-
vering. The Library Corporation
officigls contended that the op-
position  was lmited to 2
snobhy few. ’

Delays in moving the trolley
sar- barns from the site,

by Massachuselts to the Federal
Government for the memorial,
delayed the project. Meanwhile,
the rising cost of construction
whititled away at the 327-mil-
iion that had been raised.

In the interim, the national
outpouring of grief afier the
assassination had been replaced
by @ new goncern for the en-
vironment and for urban values,
and a less lofty view of Presi-
dents developed during the
troubled years of Vietnam and
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acres of- which had been given’

i In early December, the Gen-
eral Services Administration,
'the agency that administers the
‘project, filed i's federally re-
‘guired enviromaental impact
‘statemnent. The report said that,
‘despite the estimated one mil-
flon visitors each year, the
memorial would have only min-
imal impact on the surrounding
area. : .

Opponents immediately sug-
gested that the report had been
rigged to faver the library cor-
poration. - ‘

“The document seems to be
very clearly pointed as a kind
‘o advocacy of the library and
not an objective analysis,” said
Benjamin Thompson, a former
dean Of the Harvard Architec-
ture Schoel and a critic of the
project. ’

The Harvard Crimson last
week published letters show-
ing the report had been sent
1o Mr. Smith for revisions be-
fore it was released, which had
previously been deniad by a2
library corporation spokesman.

Mr, Smith said that he was

A 'not certal
entirs complex might be ro. not certain what changes had

been made, but {hat they were
“minimal,” and to insure ac-
curacy.

The opponents filed suit in
Federa! District Court to obtain
the original data {rom which
the report was drawn. Judge
Frank Murray was studying the
consuiiants’ reports to  see
which could be released.

Last month, representatives
from the five neighborhoods
surrcunding Harvard Sguare
met to form an organization,
called Communities Organized
to Protect the Enviroament io
oppose the library,

. Harvard University's stake in
the matter has been the pras-
pect of getting two acres of
scarce iand on the site from the
corporation for 2 new Kennedy
Schoel of Government and its
Kennedy Institute of Paolitics.
But the Harvard community
was split, too, with a group of
taw professors writing a leiter
t¢ President Derck Bok last
year opposing the project.

Offers of Ald Pour In

BOSTON, Feb, 11 {AP)—
Offers are beginning io pour
inte the Kennedy Library from
communities and  institutions
ezger to accommaodate it

The University of Massachu-
seits trustees eoffered sites at
the school's Beston and Am-
harst campuses.
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